The price for a self guided week includes 4 helicopter flights in with an A-Star. The helicopter seats 5 people. There will be 3 flights in with 5 people and one with 1 person plus gear. There will be a weight allowance for roughly 4400 pounds in the 4 flights. If an additional flight is required, the group will have to pay for it.

Gear List http://icefall.ca/winter/touringgear.html

All personal gear, must weigh under 35 pounds and fit into 2 small bags. These bags should be 40 liters or less. This means one small bag in addition to your day skiing pack. You can bring in one pair of skis or snowboard, this is not included in the weight. Please no large duffle bags or hard suitcases. Space is limited on the helicopter, as well as weight. Mattresses, pillows, duvets and bedding will be provided. Do not bring sleeping bags.

· Package skis and poles together (tie up with straps etc)

· Beer NOT to be carried loose but put into taped up box

Some highlights:
· Real beds
· Shower & Sauna
· Indoor pee toilet
· Water Pump
· Electricity
· satellite internet & computer
LYELL HUT

The Lyell hut is located on the Rostrum Peak map, 82 N/14. Grid reference 931526.

Latitude: 51 55' 28.63" Longitude: 117 05' 59.75"

Access to the hut involves crossing large glaciers and several steep slopes. It is recommended that groups without mountaineering experience hire a guide for a traverse to the hut.
In the winter the normal access to the Lyell Hut from Icefall Lodge is through Crampon Col GR913503. Although you may need crampons in the summer, it is not normal in the winter. The south west side of this Col is a steep narrow couloir that normally has to be boot packed for the last half. The north east side (picture to the right) has a bergschrund directly below the Col. Although this is often filled in during the winter, it is usually best to ski down this slop on the skiers left.

Alternate Acceess:
An alternative winter access is to ski over Tivoli Shoulder (small saddle GR926486) and down the east facing Tivoli Glacier. There is a steep slope just below the toe of the Tivoli Glacier after which it is an easy ski around the corner to the Southeast Lyell Glacier. The traverse to Tivoli shoulder is steep and exposed to cliff below. This is a more serious winter route than Crampon Col.




The route after going over Tivoli Shoulder and descending the glacier. The winter route is shown in blue and the White Ledge summer route in red.

MONS HUT

It is located at the toe of the Mons Glacier at 2370m (7800'). The grid reference is 97048

Hut Access:
The Mons Hut can be accessed from Icefall Lodge in a 8-9 hour day, or from the Lyell Hut in about 2 hours. To access it from Icefall Lodge you pass through through Crampon Col GR913503. Although you may need crampons in the summer, it is not normal in the winter. The south west side of this Col is a steep narrow couloir that normally has to be boot packed for the last half. The north east side (picture to the right) has a bergschrund directly below the Col. Although this is often filled in during the winter, it is usually best to ski down this slop on the skiers left. Once down the north east side of Crampon Col, ski down the SW Lyell Glacier to the rim of the Canyon. From here it is about 1100' of climbing up to the Mons Hut. There is a steep headwall about halfway up that may present problems in times of high avalanche hazard.

An alternative winter access is to ski over Tivoli Shoulder (small saddle GR926486) and down the east facing Tivoli Glacier. There is a steep just below the toe of the Tivoli Glacier after which it is an easy ski around the corner to the Southeast Lyell Glacier. The traverse to Tivoli shoulder is steep and exposed to cliff below. This is a more serious winter route than Crampon Col. The winter route is shown in blue and the White Ledge summer route in red. Once on the SW Lyell Glacier, you will need to traverse above the icefall to reach the rim of the canyon.
HUT TO HUT TRAVERSE

The Icefall Traverse is a new hut to hut traverse that travels through extensive glacier terrain and some of the highest peaks in the Canadian Rockies. Icefall Lodge now has two satellite huts in addition to the main lodge.This is a week long traverse that starst at the Mons Hut and finishes by skiing out the Rostrum Valley to Icefall Brook.

The traverse starts by flying into the Mons Hut or as close to it as the weather permits. The next 2 days will be spent exploring the area around the Mons Hut. Possible objectives include Mons Peak, Cambrai or the North Glacier on Mount Forbes.

After 2 nights at the Mons Hut we traverse to the Lyell Hut on day 3 getting a glimpse into the Icefall Canyon on the way and possibly ascending Christian Peak, Lyell 5, in the evening twilight. The next day we will cross the Divide over into Alberta and ski Rudolf, Edward and Ernest (Lyell1, 2 and 3). Day 5 is a traverse over to Icefall Lodge with a net elevation loss of 3000 feet. The standard route is over Crampon Col but if conditions are good and the group is up for it, there is the possibility of skiing one of the long runs into Lyell Creek. This is over 2200m (7200') vertical drop. From Lyell Creek it is a 1500m (5000') climb upover the Sharks Gate before dropping down to Icefall Lodge.

At the lodge you are treated to sauna, shower, and many other comforts. The next 3 nights are spent here. The last day is a climb up over Ice Pass and then a long run down the Rostrum Valley to Icefall Brook.

This is the first year that this traverse is offered and there are many unskied lines waiting to be explored.

Shorter 3 or 4 night variations are available, please enquire.

MONS HUT

This is the newest mountain hut in Canada and offers some of the best high alpine skiing anywhere. The hut sits at the toe of the Mons Glacier and has quick access to at least 8 different glaciers including the North Glacier of Mount Forbes. Ski mountaineering includes peaks such as St Julien, Cambrai and of course Mons Peak. Many of the runs and ski lines have yet to be skied. This is the winter to explore.

The Hut sleeps 12 dorm style, has a propane oven, heater and solar powered lights. It has a full kitchen set up, mattresses and blankets. Guests will need to bring a sleeping bag liner and food. It is similar in design to the Lyell Hut but about 30% larger.

It is located at the toe of the Mons Glacier at 2370m (7800'). The grid reference is 970482

Summer
In the summer the Mons Hut will provide a great base for mountaineering. At 3612m (11,847’), Mt Forbes is the highest peak in Banff National Park. This beautiful mountain can be accessed in a day trip from the hut. It may also be possible to climb Forbes in the late spring as a ski mountaineering objective. Skis will provide a much easier approach and descent on the glacier

Other peaks in the area include Division, Mons, St Julien, Messines and Cambrai. All these peaks offer glacier travel and varying degrees of technical difficulty.

Summer Access
The summer route on the west side of Mons Peak is Not recommended until late spring when the snow has melted off this side of the mountain. It traverses 1.5 km on a ledge with cliffs above and below. Once the snow has melted off this ledge and the ledges above this is a reasonable approach or descent to the Mons Hut. This is usually late spring. It offers a fairly direct route to the hut but it is exposed and there are a couple of rock steps to climb. Although much work has been done on it, there are sections that are not a “hiking trail”.

To start the summer route, drive to the end of the Mons logging road, km 22.5. There is a washout with a single log bridge over the stream. Cross this and continue down the road for about 1 km. The road does a sharp turn and starts climbing. 200m past this turn there is a large gravel washout. Leave the road just before this (GR946460) and start climbing the gravel streambed. The track climbs east up the drainage to 1430m(4700ft). From here it traverses north on the west shoulder of Mons Peak. Follow this ledge, between 5000 and 5500ft, for 1.5 km until you reach the mature forest. The route travels through the forest and crosses the outflow stream from the Mons Glacier on a log bridge. Once above treeline, there is not much sign or marking for the route. Continue up through the alpine terrain to the hut at GR 970482. .It is usually possible to drive the logging roads by early May.

LYELL HUT

Perched on a rock outcrop and surrounded by glaciers on all sides, the Lyell Hut offers access to some of the best mountain terrain anywhere in the world. Situated at 2860m (9400'), it sits on the shoulder of Christian Peak (Lyell 5). The amount of terrain the Lyell Hut opens up is mind blowing. All five 11,000' Lyell peaks can be skied in a day trip from the hut. There are over a dozen glacier runs right out the door. It offers access to monster 7000' runs that descend from the summits of the Lyells into Lyell Creek to the north. It provides a convenient stop on the Great Divide Traverse. It is possible, in good conditions, to ski out the broken South East Lyell Glacier to Saskatchewan Crossing in a day. There are other un-skied possibilities waiting to be explored.

In the summer it offers the perfect base for doing a traverse of the Lyells. Dominating the view to the south is the North Face of Mount Forbes. Also accessible from the Hut is Mons Peak, Lens Peak and Division Peak. The Hut can be reached in 6-7 hours from Icefall lodge, making it the perfect distance for a hut to hut traverse. You can spend a couple days at the Lyell Hut mid week, and then return to a more comfortable base at Icefall Lodge.

The hut provides dorm style accommodation for up to 12 people. It is supplied with a propane stove, all cooking and eating utensils, mattresses, blankets, propane heater and solar lighting. While blankets are provided, guests are required to bring sleeping bag liners.

The Lyell hut is located on the Rostrum Peak map, 82 N/14. Grid reference 931526.

Hut Access
Access to the hut involves crossing large glaciers and several steep slopes. It is recommended that groups without mountaineering experience hire a guide for a traverse to the hut.

In the winter the normal access to the Lyell Hut from Icefall Lodge is through Crampon Col GR913503. Although you may need crampons in the summer, it is not normal in the winter. The south west side of this Col is a steep narrow couloir that normally has to be boot packed for the last half. The north east side (picture to the right) has a bergschrund directly below the Col. Although this is often filled in during the winter, it is usually best to ski down this slop on the skiers left.

An alternative winter access is to ski over Tivoli Shoulder (small saddle GR926486) and down the east facing Tivoli Glacier. There is a steep just below the toe of the Tivoli Glacier after which it is an easy ski around the corner to the Southeast Lyell Glacier. The traverse to Tivoli shoulder is steep and exposed to cliff below. This is a more serious winter route than Crampon Col. The winter route is shown in blue and the White Ledge summer route in red.

Summer Access
In the summer the Lyell Hut can be reached by Crampon Col or by Tivoli Shoulder and the White ledge. The access via Crampon Col becomes more difficult as the summer progresses and the bergschrund becomes more open and the slope more icy. It may become necessary to rappel the Bergschrund or make a long detour. Also as the snow melts out or early morning with a good freeze, crampons may become necessary.

The hike to Tivoli Shoulder is straightforward in the summer. Just after the toe of the Tivoli Glacier, a rappel may be required to descend the steep rock slb below. An alternative to this is to traverse the White Ledge (pictured above). To reach this descend the Tivoli Glacier a few hundred feet until it is possible to traverse left (northeast) accross a talus slope under an overhanging face. A rising traverse for 200m brings you to a ridge looking over the Southeast Lyell Glacier. From here you traverse the descending white ledge down to the Southeast Lyell Glacier. The White Ledge is about 150m long. Although it is exposed, it is mostly hiking with a few 4th class moves. There are 6 bolts on this ledge to protect the harder bits.

Facts
Area: 200 square km (50,000 acres)
Highest ski peak: Ernest Peak (Lyell 3) 3511m (11,519 ft). 
Lowest point: Icefall Brook 1035m (3,400 ft)
Longest run: Wild West from the summit of Ernest to Lyell Creek 2323 vertical m (7,620 ft)
Icefall Lodge elevation: 1920m (6,300ft)
Lyell Hut elevation: 2870m (9,400 ft)
Mons Hut elevation:  2370m (7,800 ft)
23 ski peaks
37 glaciers

Mt Kemmel 3150m, 10,300 feet
This is a classic ski touring objective that be skied in most conditions and offers outstanding views in all directions. The normal line skis up Home Run, traverses the Kemmel Glacier, and then ascends the south east ridge to the summit. Although skis can be worn to the summit, the final traverse of the summit ridge has more of a ski mountaineering feel to it, as you want to stay well back from the cornice on the right hand side. After you have finished taking in the views of the Columbia Icefield to the north, the Selkirk Mountains to the west, and Mt Forbes to the south you are treated to 1200m (4000 feet) of skiing back down to the lodge. Descent options vary from the relatively safe line that you ski toured up, to the more committing couloirs on the East face. Some of these lines are up to 45 degrees and offer over 600m vertical before reaching the Kemmel Glacier.

Mt La Clytte 2900m, 9500 feet
The north east facing glacier on La Clytte was made for skiing; long consistent fall line slopes, sheltered snow, and enough room to spend a couple of days. The ski summit offers superb views, while the true summit (50m higher) requires rope and crampons to ascend. The approach from Icefall lodge follows the summer trail for a couple hundred meters through the forest before breaking out into the open. A broad treeline ridge is followed to Keffi Pass at 2350m (7800 feet). From here there is a 200m run down the east slopes, before climbing up to the icefall at the toe of the La Clytte Glacier. The La Clytte Glacier starts flat getting steeper as you approach the summit. Some of the steeper shoulders on La Clytte offer pitches up to 45 degrees. Returning to the lodge is by the same route or several options including a skin up to Espresso Ridge and a steep ski straight down to the lodge. In good stability the Groove Tube, a broad chute up to 45 degrees, offers the most direct decent off the south west side of the summit ridge.

Tempest Glacier
This is a long loop tour that takes you under the dramatic East Face of Rostrum Peak and all the way down to Icefall Brook. From the high point of Porcupine Saddle, it is a 1600m (5,000 ft) ski to the valley bottom. This tour takes you through some of the most impressive glacier landscape that you will see anywhere in the world. The variety is huge with everything from tree skiing, to glaciers and unforgettable rock features. There is almost 2200m of skiing (and skinning) on this day.

Mount Lyell (peak5), Christian Peak, 3390 meters, 11,122 feet
This is the furthest south of the 5 Lyell peaks, all over 11, 000 feet. Although there are several steep sections both on the approach and on the final summit headwall, you can ski tour right from the summit of this peak. From the hut you ski up and over Keffi Pass, as you would to approach La Clytte. From the Toe of La Clytte Glacier you head west onto the Lens Glacier which is ringed by steep red striped rock bands. There is a steep climb of 100m from the glacier to Crampon Col 2800m (9200 feet). From here you get your first view of the vast Lyell Glaciers, which span over 30 square km and join the Alexandria Glacier to the north and the Mons Glacier to the south. Both sides of this Col are steep. The south west side is narrow and normally requires a boot pack to ascend, while the north east side is wider and can normally be skied up and down although there is a Bergschrund on the skiers right (southeast) side that must be avoided. After the initial steep section there is a more gradual descent of the east facing slopes for a 200m run.

After traversing the flat sea of ice for a kilometer the route gets steeper as you approach the flanks of Christian Peak. The broad lower flanks offer a vast amount of skiing with pitches of various steepness. A broad bench and a rare rock outcropping offer a good rest spot before the final 150m (500 foot) summit headwall. This is climbed close to the ridge on the left, while lines further climbers right offer steep options for ski descents. From here it is a long ski, with 2000m (6600 feet) vertical of descent. This is a big day and is more often done in the spring when travel conditions are faster.

